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“ANDY WARHOL: THE AMERICAN INDIAMN
PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS™ (SKARSTEDT
GALLERY, LONDON) Russell Means, the
charismatic. self-promoting Oglala Sioux
activist (and movie star), passed away just
as Skarstedt settied into its new London
digs with a show devoted to Warhol's 1976
portrait series of the most famous Ameri-
can Indian since Sitting Bull. Talk about
timing! The death notices splashed across
the papers lent the proceedings a frisson
of immediacy—and an inevitable poign-
ancy. Who knew that these paintings. long
unrivaled in the hall of shame many believed
the artist's latter ceuvre 1o be, would ong
day look like masterworks? Standing before
these likenesses, | was swept up in the per-
fect Warholian storm of hustle and hergism
that made this victim victor of the American
dream the artist's ideal sitter.

1. Andy Warhel, The American indian (Russell Means),
1978, silk-scrman nk on camvas, B4 x 70", Fram the
saries “The American indian,” 1976



